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CAI KET BAT NGO TRONG TRUYEN NGAN O.HENRY 

Le Thj Thanh Tam 
So Gido due vd Ddo tao Hd Ndi 

Tdm tat. Trong he thbng ket cdu cua mpt tdc pham trf srf, cai kll (hay cbn ggi la phdn md 
nut) cb mpt vf trf vb cung quan trong. Mpi biln co, xung dot, mau thuan den ddy deu drfpc 
giai quylt mbi each cu the, Mgt c6l truyfn tdt bao gib phdn kit thuc ciing drfdc giai quylt 
mot each trf nhien, phii hdp vbi quy luat cupc song va dac biei Iam ndi bat drfdc ngi dung trf 
trfdng tac pham. Tuy nhien cb nhflng cai kll rb rang, nhrfng cung cb nhflng cai ket bb ngb 
ma d db ngrfbi dpc trf suy ngim va nit ra theo trf duy phan xel cua tiJng ca nhan tiep nhan, 
nhrf vay cai kel con cb chrfc nang khdi gpi kha nang dong sang Iao cua dbc gia Tfl nhflng 
gia tri va y nghia cua cai ket, bai viet nay khai quat lai mpt hien trfdng dbc dao trong truyen 
ngan O.Henry db la each ket Ihuc Iruyen bdi ngb, 
Tif khoa: O.Henry, truyen ngdn, kel thiic bdi ngb, 

1. IVIcf d a u 

Nen vdn hge My the ki XX dd dfla den cho vdn ddn mol tac gia truyen ngan cd but lrfc ddi 
dao, ed sfle ldi cudn ki dieu, db chinh la O.Henry. Cho den nam 1920, cdc ldc pha'm cua bng da 
bdn dflbc den ndm trieu ban. Vay bf quylt nao eho sfl thanb edng dd? Phan chi'nh Id lfnh cdch cua 
ngflbi ddn dng md tieng ndi eua ngrfbi dd dflbc Iruyen flat Iai trong tflng eau chuyfn. Mbt tfnh each 
trong mdt nhan each khien ngrfbi dpc cd the nhan ra khi giao tiep vdi tdc pham cua dng. Bdi trong 
lflng tac phd'm eua dng d'n ehfla nbilu gia tri nhan vdn sdu sdc. Trong mdt bai nghien cflu, William 
Saroyan dd viel, ngtfbi My rat yeu quy O Henry bdi vi: "Ong chdng la ai ca nhrfng cai chang la ai 
cua bng Iai chinh la tat thay, dng Id cdi ai dd cua tat cd mgi ngfldi" [6;21]. Phdi chdng ai cung nhdn 
ra mdt phan nao dd cua chinh bdn than minh, mdt phdn flng hay khfa canh tam If d lflng nhan vdt 
trong tdc pham eua O.Henry. Vd O.Henry the hien chinh minh trong tflng cau chfl, chfl khbng phai 
dng bdt chrfde hay hgc theo mdt cdng thfle ed sdn. Chinh srf irai nghiem trong cube song cua dng 
qud phong phu nen da dan den hifn trfbng nhfl tren 

O Henry noi tieng vdi nhflng tdc pham cd nhflng tinh hudng ngau nhien pha iron chat mia 
mai cham biem vd giong dieu thrfdng cam xdt xa khi vill vl nhflng ngrfbi Iao ddng binh chflbng, 
nhflng con ngflbi drfdi day xd hdi, Die'm dac sac trong truyen ngdn O.Henry db ehfnh la mdt kel 
cau da dang va pbong pbu, cung nhflng kit thuc baC ngd, vdi srf kit bdp tai hoa gifla mau sdc dia 
phflbng va giai dieu kjch dan gian vbi sfl hdi hflbc vd thbng cam cho nhflng con ngfldi binh Ihflbng 
cua Chekhov, Maupassant 
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2.. Npi dung nghien cuTu 

Trong vdn bpc, khdi nifm kit cdu dfldc hieu la toan bd td chflc nghe thual sinh ddng ciia 
tac pha'm, la phfldng tifn khai qudt nghf thudt. Id mdt yeu td eua hinh thflc tham gia the hien chu 
de ngi dung cua tdc phd'm, ddng vai trd quan trgng trong vifc bien tac pha'm thanh mbt chinh the 
nghe thudt. Nhfl vdy, kit cdu khdng chi sfl Hen kll ben ngoai ma cd srf Hen kit ben trong Ngoai ra, 
kel eau tdc pham khdng chi luan theo quy luat the loai trflc thudc ma cdn chiu sfl chi phdi ciia mgt 
so ylu to khac nhfl quan diem mT hgc cua cac nha vdn qua cdc thdi ki lich sfl khac nhau. Chinh vi 
vdy, hinb thflc kit cdu eua ldc phd'm van hgc vd cung phong phu va da dang. Dieu nay drfdc the 
hifn hit sflc rd net trong Iruyfn ngdn O.Henry. Nhilu ngflbi ngac nhien vl ti'nh da dang crong cac 
Cruyfn eua dng, cd le nhb sfl trai nghiem cube song phong phu, cung tai nang quan sat, sang cao 
nghf thudt tinh tuy, dng da dfla vdo truyen ngdn cua minh nhflng mang man da dang cua xa hbi My 
dflbng ihbi cung nhflng tinh lilt ngau nhien, cd luc khdc nghiet hoac oai odm de rbi ket thuc trong 
bat ngb ldm ngtfdi doc chieh chu, dd la yeu to tgo nen dfl vi khb phai ve truyfn ngdn O.Henry 

Trflbc khi di tim hieu nhflng cai ket bat ngd Irong iruyen ngdn O Henry, cbiing ta cdn Iam rb 
vai trd cua eai ket trong tdc pha'm tfl sfl. Cat ket chfnh la phan ket thuc cua tac pha'm dd ciing chinh 
la phan md nut trong hf thong cot truyen. Mgj biln cb, xung dot, mdu thuan den day da phan deu 
dfldc gidi quyet. Tdc gia trinh bdy kit qua cua loan bd xung dot, mdt cot truyfn tdt bao gib phan 
kll Ihuc cung dflbc giai quyet mdt each tfl nhien, phu hdp vdi quy luat cudc song Trong viec the 
hifn chu dl tfl ifldng lac pham, cdi kit gifl vj trf vd cung quan trong, nd la cbia khba vang de ddc 
gia khae sau hdn nbi dung tfl ttfdng cua tdc phd'm, Tuy nhien, cb nhflng cai kit rd rang, nhrfng ciing 
cd nhflng cdi kit bd ngb ma d dd ngflbi dgc US suy ngam va rut ra theo lrf duy phan xet cua tflng 
cd nhan tiep nhdn, nhrf vgy den day cdi kel cdn cd chflc nang khdi gbi kha ndng dong sang tao ciia 
dde gia. 

Truyen ngdn O.Henry cb nhflng cdi kll ddc sac. Tuy dae diem chung la nhrfng cai ket bat 
ngb nhrfng moi cdi kit lai the hien mdt sdc thai hodn loan khdc nhau. Cd 16 chinh vi the ma Bob 
Davis, td'ng bien lap nhd xuat bdn Frank A Munsey da khang djnh: "Truyen ngan cua O.Henry 
ludn tdn tai hdn bdt cfl mdt tac phd'm nao khdc, dd la tdm hdn cua thdi dat chflng ta" [6.14] Truyen 
ngdn dau lien cua dng la Ma trgn dong nin da lap tflc thu hut dfldc ddc gia, va hang loai cac nha 
xudt ban da ddy Ien stf td mb va nghi ngb vl viee ai thflc sfl la O Henry. 

Xet vl phrfdng difn nbi dung, O.Henry thflbng drfa ra nhflng cai kit mang tfnh tnel li, Mon 
qud cua cdc thdy phdp ta cdu chuyen ke ve sfl hi sinh trong tinh yeu cua mgt ddi vd chong ngheo 
Delta vd Gim Ho sdn sang ban di nhflng gi quy gid nhai eua minh de mua tang ngrfbi minh yeu 
mdn qud rfng y trong ngay II Noel. Neu nhfl b Delia, tai sdn quy gia nhat cua cb la bb tbe, db la 
niem kieu hanh. Id ve dep rang ngbi ma thfldng dl da ban tang cho cb, bb tdc dd cd the ha guc 
"cdc gia ttj chdu bdu tdng pha'm cua nfl hoang" [7;37], thi vdi Gim, ehilc dong hd, anh dflbc thfla 
ke tfl dng ndi vd cha cua minh, nd khdng chi la mdt ki vat thieng lieng ma cdn la lai san quy gia, 
chi can "mdi lan di qua, Gim se rflt ddng bo ra de drfbc ihay nha vua bflt rdu \'i ghen ti" [7.38] 
Cau chuyen da mb ra mdt cdnh quay day am dieu eua mdt cd gdi tre Delia trong can hb toi tan 
cua minh da khdc vi khdng cd tiln mua qua gidng sinh cho chdng, cho den khi cb nghi ra y trfdnn 
tuyft vdl nhtfng cung that khung khilp la bdn di mai tbe va dbi tbe gia de mua day deo dong hb 
cho chong. Nhrfng trb treu thay vdo dem Noel dd, ngrfbi chdng tre trb vl nha vbi mbn qua danh 
cho ngrfbi vd dd la chile Irfdc ma Delia hdng ao tfdc. De rdi tac phd'm kit thuc trong mem thrfbng 
cam cfla ngrfdi dgc khi nghT vl mdn qua cfla dbi vd chdng ngheo Delia va Gim Mot ngrfbi chdng 
ban ddng ho de mua Irfdc vl eho vd thi vd da ban tbe de mua day ddng hd cho chdng Ca hai deu 
hi sinh vi nhau nhrfng srf hi sinh db drfdng nhrf trb nen vb nghTa Vdi loi ke chujen than thicn, ean 
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gui va Sfl sfl dung phong cdch difn anh, cdu cbuyen that de di vao lbng ngfldi. Cd dfldc dilu dd ta 
nhd "Ong Iudn van dung sfl thay the de khiln ngflbi dgc sflng sot hoae Id cdm phdn, hode Id cdm 
ddng vd ciJng tan irrfdc nhflng ket qua dot nhien xual hien" [ I ;434]. Triel li lfl ldc phd'm Qud tgng 
cua cdc thdy phdp chfnh la sflc manh eua tinh yeu, sfl hi sinh cao ca md cbi eb nhflng tam hon yeu 
nhau mdi cd the lam dflbc. Cube song cd mudn van khd khan, vdi bao suy tinh, ddn do, dong dim. 
Nhflng cd le vfldt Ien tren hit dd chfnh la tinh yeu Du ed nhflng Iuc sfl hi sinh trong tinh yeu trb 
nen vb nghTa. 

Cung de lao nen nhflng cai kit bat ngb, truyen ngdn Cem ngUdi hai mat da rat thdnh cdng 
khi sfl dung tbu phap thay thi de khiln ngtfdi dge sflng sot trfldc eai kit day cam dbng. Mpt anh 
dao chich dinh khodng lien thi rdt cube trf nguyen bd Iai sd lien minh vfla danh edp drfdc ndi 
khdc cho mdt phu nfl ed ddc, khdng cbn ai che ehd. Cdi kit day bat ngd dd da khiln ddc gia phdi 
ngd ngdng. than phuc vl nhflng trilt If tham sau md tac gia gfli den ngtfdi dgc. Dflbng nhfl b day, 
O.Henry muon khang dinh ban chat Ifldng thifn trong Cam hon cua mdi mbt con ngflbi, nhflng ke 
pham phdp, nhflng con ngfldi song ngodi ll phdp lual ay chfla ban tat cd diu xau. 

O phfldng difn can true, O.Henry ed nhflng cat kll md ddc dao khdng kem. Dien hinh cho 
loi ket nay phai nhdc den Tin Cdm vd bdn thdnh ca. Dieu dau tien ma ngrfbi ta nhin nhan Ihdy d lac 
pham ndy dd Id loi van dung ngdn ngfl dien hinh cung sfl khdc hpa tfnh each nhan vdt chfnh Soapy. 
Ngdn ngfl va hdnh ddng cua Soapy cfl dbn dap. Thflc te. nhan vat Soapy cung quan trgng nhfl kit 
cau hai brfdc cua nd. O day, trong moi mdt hanh dbng ma anh ta tao ra diu cd nhflng phdn flng doi 
lap vdi nhflng gi anh ta mong mubn. Nghich li ed bdn ehfla dflng lai b dd, ngrfbi doc cd the tilp tuc 
nhan thay rd trong niem khao khat cua Soapy db Id anh la mubn "tfl do" - ttf do d day chi'nh Id anh 
la dflbc thoai mai trong thanh pho dd, nhflng thdnh pho md anh la dang song thi khdng he tfl do, 
bdi vl mua ddng sdp den Nlu Iuc nay b trong tu tbi anb ta mdi thflc sfl lfl do de bfldng cugc song 
cua minh ma khdng phai lo ddi, ret, mrfa. Quan trong hdn. Soapy se drfdc an toan. Hdn nfla. Soapy 
la ngflbi dan bng tfl trpng, anh ta khdng muon mdt eai gi eho minh ma khbng phai tra gia. Vd anh 
ta ddm tra cho ndi d eiia minh bdng each ed gdng pham tdi de canh sat cd If do long anh ta vdo tu. 
Soapy khdng can sfl tha Ihfl cung khdng can srf khuyen gdp cua ai, bdi Soapy bill rang de cd stf 
nhan van vd thfldng cam dd ehdc chdn anh ta cung se bi ngtfdi ta khinh khi bode day bao. Mdt vdn 
de tiep theo khi ma Soapy cd tinh vl pham phdp ludt, nhdn vat ndy lai khbng the xfl sfl dfldc nhrf 
mdt ten tdi pham, bdi ban chdt Soapy khbng phai Id mbt ten Cdi pham. Hbn chl nfla, mac du mudn 
trd thdnh mpt ten tflu manh, thi anh ta van bdt gap nhflng ten tbi pham thflc sfl cd the vflbt mat anh 
la chang ban nhfl ten trdm d. Chfnh tfl nhflng con ngflbi dd, anh ta kbdng the dn trgm dflbc nhflng 
thfl ma bj ke khac da an trdm, hay tfl nhflng ngfldi phu nfl tang thang dflbng pho, ngfldi ma anh ta 
khdng the xuc pham dtfdc bdi cd dy nghT, anh ehfnh Id mdt con mdi tiem ndng. Chinh vi vay ma 
Soapy dd rat dau kho de cd the tim din vdi "tfl do" cua anh ta. Mdt cdu chuyen vdi Idi ke bet sflc 
di dbm va chdm bilm ma d db con ngflbi Ifldng thien co tinh long minh vao tu, nhflng hit Ian nay 
den ldn khac diu thdt bai va chi cd the kit thuc bang mdt con dflbng Id khbng dfldc b lu. Nhrfng 
den ket cua cdu chuyen, mgi ngrfbi lai nhdn thdy dilu bat ngd Cai bat ngb that tan nhan. Khi con 
ngfldi khdng muon ngrfdi khac cho khdng minh cai gi thi lai phai tra gia rat Idn de phai vdo tii. Lf 
do anh ta vdo lu la vi anb ta khdng lam gl sai cd. 

Chinh kit thuc nay da lot tran ban chat cua xa bpi My drfbng thbi. Khi ngrfbi dgc den vdi 
tdc pham nay cua O.Henry, eung chfnh la din vbi nhflng con ngflbi dang chiu sfl bat cdng nhfl 
Soapy, nen hg ddng cam vdi nhdn vdt cua dng. Hg thay dflbc mpl pban ban than minh Crong do. 
Dfldng nhfl, "O.Henry da thdu hieu mgt each sau sdc thj hieu doc cua dgc gia da sdc tdc My, dng 
di sau vdo phdn tich tinh cam con ngrfbi vdi ngdi but sac sdo va da vrfdt qua dfldc Idp bui thbi 
gian" [6; 15] Hbn nfla dilu nay rdt phu hdp vdi quan die'm sdng Cac cua O.Henry. Bdi trong mdt 
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lan trao ddi vdi Chalie Somerville, O.Henry chi ra rang, "bng cb the the bifn cau cbuyen tfl mdt 
gdc nhin khac va se dfla ra mdt sfl xoay chieu hodn loan khae d cuoi cau chuyen" [6; 13]. Nhtf vay 
chinh tfl eai kit bat ngb nay ngflbi dpc da khdc sau hdn chu dl cua tac pham: Con ngfldi sinh ra ai 
cung binh dang, nhflng trong sfl xd day va tha hda cua xd hbi thi mgt sb ngfldi dd trd thanb tdi Idi 
mac du ho dd cd gang thay doi minh nhflng hg hoan loan bi trfdc di cd hdi Iam vifc do. Nhin mbt 
edeh loan dien, srf hai hfldc cua O Henry dflbc the hien trong tdc phd'm ndy hodn loan khac bift 
Dd Id tdc gia da khai thdc qua trinh dan den sfl bdt edng. Soapy khbng phai mbt lan ma rat nhieu 
lan gay rde roi mudn vdo tu, mudn tim mbt nbi de song nhflng Iuc ndo cung den dui. Mdt loat cac 
canh tfldng nay da gay ra tieng cflbi cho dde gia. O.Henry da rat kheo leo khi van dung tbu phap 
ndy de lot Iran ban chat xa hdi xau xa dflbng thdi, be ngoai la tiing erfbi nhflng an chfla ben frong 
la nhflng gigt nfldc mat ldn ddi vl mdt xa hdi day ray bat cdng. 

Cdn hudng ed sdn do cho thue cd Ie Id mdt trong nhflng cdu cbuyen u toi nhat irong the gidi 
truyfn eua O.Henry. Tdc gia ddnh eho ngrfbi dgc mdt cdi kit that bi tbam ve cude song. O do ngfldi 
dpc eung nhfl nhflng nhan vat trong tac pham deu khdng tim cho minh mdt Ioi thodt. Xuyen suot 
cau chuyen khbng thdy O.Henry ndi vdi ehung ta vl nguyen nhan tai sao cd gai Iai ra di? Tinh yeu 
gifla cd gdi va chang trai sdu dam nhrf the nao? Mdc du col iruyen rat ddn gian cd the ldm ltfdc 
Crong mdc cau: Mdt Ihanh nien tre da tfl tfl trong mbt edn phdng, ndi ma ngtfdi yeu cua anh ay da 
trf cfl cdch day mdt tuan ma anh khdng hay bilt. Dd la mdt bflc tranh sinh ddng ve cudc song lrfu 
ddng, d dd thi gibi that lan nhan va vd cam. Ho de lai cho nhau la mbt cai gi do khbng nam bdt 
dfldc, do anh hfl vd. Chdng trai tim kilm cb gdi Irong tuyel vgng de rdi thap thodng ddu day mui 
hfldng quen thudc, nggt ngdo do gidc. Anh da lue tung nhflng ngdn keo, cung nhtf luc tung mgi 
ngd ngach cua can phdng vd fim kilm mdt cai gi dd cdn sdl lai cua ngtfbi phu nfl ma anh yeu. Tuy 
nhien, tat ea nhflng gi de Iai la mdt mui htfdng quen thubc ngot ngao khdng the dien ta dtfbc. Cai 
ma dan dan cfl nhtf quanh quan, bam chat Idy anh la va hba quyfn vao mui htfbng cua khi ga, anh 
la da bat len, cung giong nhtf cd ay da Idm mdt tuan trflbc day. Mac du sfl that rang ngfldi dan dng 
Ire nay da kel lieu eugc ddi cua minh tal edi ndi nbi md anh ay mat di tinh yeu, nbi ttung khdp dac 
biet mang dau dn dde thu cua O.Henry. 

Nhtfng stf hap ddn eua cdu ehuyen qua mgnh den noi ma dbc gia san sang chap nhan stf 
trung khdp ngau nhien ay. Cau chuyen ket thuc vdi hai ngtfbi chu d cdn hd vfla uong bia, vfla ndi 
chuyen phiem vl cdi chet cua cb gdi tre trong can phbng mdt tuan trtfdc, nhrfng chu nha da gifl bt 
mat bdi ba khdng muon mat tiln thue nhd. Vd khi ngflbi dan dng tre nay chit tren can phdng do 
thi cung la Iflc cdu chuyen kit Ihuc. Nd'i bdt ten irong cruyen ndy Id stf gia doi eua nhflng chii cdn 
hd. Dd Id nguyen nhan cdn ban de Cao nen mdt xd hdi tdn nhan, mdt xd hdi chi bilt din ddng tiln. 
Chi'nh stf Ifla Ipc eung sfl ban thiu, xau xa lfl nhflng edn phdng nhfl Ihl, dd khiln eho nhflYig ngfldi 
yeu nhau phai Ha xa the gian. Cau chuyen chinh la mdt minh chflng cho mdt thanh pho vo cam, 
khbng cb khbng gian cho tinh yeu. 

Doe O.Henry, ta khb lflbng trtfdc nhflng kll cue, cbi'nh vi vdy nhflng cdu chuyen cua dng 
thflbng cd nhflng kit thuc ngoai dtf dodn cua dgc gid. Van dtfa tren mgt ket cdu tuyin li'nh, day Id 
kieu ket cau thfldng thdy trong hdu hit trong tdc phd'm trf srf truyen thong, nhrfng O.Henry td ra rat 
dieu Iuyen trong nghe thudt xdy dflng va dan dal tinh hudng iruyen phal trien. But phap tfl stf cua 
dng, theo Le Huy Bac Id gidu kivd bdy nhanh. Rat nhilu truyfn cua bng den doan cuoi ddc gia 
mbi biel nhdn dflbc dieu tde gia muon ndi, chu dl tfl Ifldng cua tac pham mbi drfdc rd rang Mdt 
srf giup db cua tinh yeu la mdt eau chuyen nhrf thi. Cau chuyen ke vl dbi vd chdng tre ngheo, cd 
niem dam me nghe thuat Hg ed the ldm tat ca vi srf phat trien nghe thuat cua ngrfbi minh yeu. Joe 
Larrabee - mbt tdi ndng hbi hoa dang b thbi ki trflng nrfdc, xuat thdn tfl nhflng can nhd dflng bdng 
cpt soi cua mien Trung Tdy, anh fldc mb trd thanh hpa sT nhrfng sau khi kit hdn, anh dd tfl bb niem 

24 



Cdi ket bai ngd trong Iruyin ngdn O.Henry 

dam me cua minh vi cbm, do, gao, tien, vi muon cho Delia phal trien dm nhac va ddc bift khdng 
phai vat va vt anh. Cho nen anb da ndi dot vd la bdn dflbc tranh ve nhflng thflc chat anh phai lam 
thd dot tban trong mbt xfldng gial la. Cdn Delia cd nang khieu am nhac va flbc md trd thdnh mdt 
nhac sT, nhflng khi ket hbn cung Joe, cd dd am thdm hi sinh niem dam me cfla minh vi ngfldi chong 
yeu quy. Cb mong muon Joe ed the tilp luc phdc Crien phat trien Cai ndng hbi hga, nen cb da ndi doi 
chdng Id di day nhac nhflng thrfc chat cd Iam thd Id trong mdt xrfdng gidt la. Mdn kjch md ca hai 
nhan vat chinh drfng len cuoi eung cung dtfdc khep lgi khi tai nan nghl nghifp xay ra vdi Delia. 
Khi ldl ndi doi cua ca hai deu dflbc sang id trong sfl ngdm ngui, xdl xa. Difp khuc "Khi ngfldi 
ta yeu nghe thuat thi khdng cd viec gi khd" [7; 124]. Thflc chdl bo den vdi nhau vi nghe thuat, hg 
hi sinh vi nhau ciing vi nghf tbuat, vi sfl phat trien nghf thudt cfla nhau, hg san sang nbi doi, sdn 
sang dong cam cdng khd'. Khi dgc truyen, ngfldi dpe Ifldng nhfl thdng qua eau chyfn tinh day cam 
ddng nay, O.Henry mudn de cao nghf Ihudt, gia trj cua nghe thuat irong cude song eua con ngfldi. 
Nhflng edu ndi cuoi cung cua Delia khi khep lai tdc pham "Khdng, eb ndi, chi can ngfldi ta yeu 
thdi la du" [7; 128] thi tfl tfldng cua lac phd'm chuyen sang mdi htfdng hoan toan khdc. Nghf thuat 
la chiec cau ndi de Delia va Joe den vdi nhau, nhflng khi de tbn tai vd phat ttien thi tinh yeu mdi 
la cot ldi. Dflbng nhfl thdng qua cau chuyen nay, ngfldi dpc xdl xa cho nhflng so phan ngheo hen, 
vi ngheo khd nen md fldc cua con ngrfbi khd thanh hien thflc. Cdu chuyen kit thiic frong stf ngam 
ngui xdt xa cua ngtfdi dgc, nhtfng chfnh cal buon dd da cho la thdy dflbc chdn li cua thbi dai. Hien 
thflc cudc sdng khdng nhfl ta nghT, cbm, do, gao tien tfldng nhfl rat lam thflbng thdi nhflng la Iai 
mau chot cua moi van de. Nghe thual rat quan trgng, nghf thudt giup ta thang hoa, giflp la Ihanh 
loc lam hdn nhtfng hoan toan khdng the thay the vat chdt. Dd chi'nh Id sfl trd treu cua eugc dbi. 
Nhflng chi khi kel tbuc tdc pbam, ngrfbi doe mdi nban thdy rb rdng nhilu le. 

Dieu ddc biet bdn nfla de lao nen nhflng cai kel bdt ngb, O.Henry da sfl dung ki chudc dot 
bien kep de tang them sfle hap dan. Dien hinh cbo ldi nghe Chudt ndy phai nhdc din kieC tac nghe 
thudt cua dng - Chiec Id cudi cung. Cdu chuyen ke ve cudc sdng eua ba hpa si ngheo song trong 
mgt ngdi nha ba tang toi ldn vdi nhflng can phbng cho thue gid re: Johnsy, Sue vd eu Behrman. 
Johnsy mac cdn benh sflng phd'i vd cb rdt luyet vgng, chdn nan. Hdng ngay cb dim nhflng chiec 
la thfldng xuan tren tfldng ngoai cfla so va dinh ninh rdng khi ndo chile la cuoi cung rung xuong 
cung Id luc cd phai tfl gia cdi ddi. Ca Sue va cu Behrman deu rat lo Idng cho Johnsy. Vd trong mdt 
dem mfla gid bdo luyet, cu Behrman da mot minh ve chiec Id thflbng xudn cudi cung de eflu song 
Johnsy. Johnsy Idy lai nghi Iflc song va khde manh trd lai trong khi cu Behrman da chet vl cdn 
bfnh sflng phd'i. Cd ihe ndi, cau chuyen dflbc ddn ddt lfl nhieu chi tilt ngdu nhien. Cai ngau nhien 
kll hdp vdi cdi dot bien ddn dal tinh hudng iruyen phdl tnen de rbi kel thuc trong srf ngd ngdng 
eua ngflbi dgc. Vai trd cua bng lao Behrman md nhal d dau truyfn bong choc trb thdnh hinh tflbng 
trung tdm cua truyen. 

Ngoai ra, O.Henry cdn sfl dung nhieu bien phdp khac de lao nen nhflng cdi ket bat ngd, 
Chang han nhfl sfl bflng ngd nhan thflc. Den vdi Psyche vd nhd ehpe trdt, cau chuyfn ddn ddt ngfldi 
dgc bang cai nhin tfl tren cao xuong cua nhflng IrieC gia ve van vat xung quanh minh Cung chfnh 
cdi nhin tfl dd cao dd, ma mgi thfl diu trb nen nhd be, tam chflbng, hdn ddn, meo md. De roi chuyen 
sang tinh hudng lilp theo cua cd ban tre cd ten id Daysi - nhdn vat chi'nh cua cdu chuyen, "ehi mbi 
mflbi chin xuan xanh" "song trong mbt cdn buong chat chpi va lanh leo, kfch thflbc nam bd nban 
vdi tam bd, cbi ddm tieu mrfbi xu dn sang, hdn nfla ehfla bao gid nghien cflu trill hgc" [7;63] da 
cd cdi nhin khdc di ve van vdl tfl dd cao chgc trbi do. 

Neu nhfl trfldc ddy kbi chfla chflng kien cdc sfl vat tfl cai nhin tren eao xudng, Daysi ludn 
cho rdng nhflng ngfldi xung quanh cd that lam thrfdng, nhd be. Bang con mdt chl gieu, anh chang 
thfl nhat theo duoi cd - Joe, chu tiem Cap hda b New York, da bj cb tfl choi mdt cdch miet thj va 
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khinh bi. Nhflng kit thuc cdu chuyen hodn loan khdc xa vdi suy dodn cua ngtfdi dgc. Neu tac gia 
khdng de cho Daysi leo Ien ngdi nhd choc trbi cung ehang tnet gia Dabster vbi nhflng ldi phdn 
tich, giai thich ve cdc hien irfdng, srf vat cua nhan Ioai, thi ehac ehan cd van gifl nguyen lap trflbng 
cua ban than vdi nhflng If tfldng thoat ly hien thflc. Cd hieu ra van de khi cd tfl tren mdi nha chgc 
trbi di xuong, cb chay nhanh vl phia cfla hdng tap hda be nhfl chile hop diem sdt de dm cham lay 
Joe trong sfl sb hai ma ed vfla trai qua. Cuoi cung cd da Irfa cbpn con ngrfdi ma cd tflng che bai. 
Nhflng dd ehfnh la bien thflc cua cd. Id eude song md cd can. 

3. Ket luan 

O.Henry Id bdc thay cua iruyen ngan, ndi lieng vdi nhflng cdi ket bat ngb. Hau het tac phd'm 
Clia dng chinh phuc ddc gid diu la nhb kieu kit truyen ay. Du xet ve phflbng difn ndi dung, hay 
phrfbng dien cau true, thdng qua nhflng edi kit irong lac pha'm cua bng, chung ta cdng nhan rb tai 
nang va nhflng ehan If md dng mang den eho mgi ngflbi qua tac pham cua minh. Boris Ejxenbaum 
- nhd phe binh Nga, la mdt trong nhflng ngtfdi ddu lien da nhdn ra rdng truyen ngdn O.Henry dgc 
ddo va ed cdc dac diem rieng biet. Trong nghien cflu drfbc tdi ban sau nay vao ndm 1968, O.Henry 
va li thuyet truyfn ngdn, Ejxenbaum da dfla ra nhdn djnh: "Truyen ngdn la hinh thflc cdn ban nhat 
vd sb dang nhat dfla vao cdc If ihuyet trong truyen ngan O.Henry, bng kit Iuan rdng, truyen ngdn 
dfldc kit cau tren ed sd nhflng mdu thudn hoac xung dpi dflbc day Ien din tan cuoi cung cua cau 
chuyen. Trong khi lieu thuylt Ihflbng kel Ihue vdi mdt diem thodi trdo va md nut thi truyen ngdn 
don nen den dinh diem, tap Irung vdo ban than nd lal ea nhflng chi net phia trfldc bang mdt eai kit 
bat ngb" [4;6]. 
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ABSTRACT 
An unexpected ending in the short stories of O'Henry 

Tn the structural system of a narrative, the ending (akso known as unknotting or untying) 
plays such a crucial role. All of the events, conflicts and contradictions are ultimately and 
justifiably resolved in this stage A successful story often has an ending where all conflicts 
and complications are resolved in a nalural way, consistent with the laws of life and strongly 
highlighting the ideological value ofthe work. Apart frbm obvious endings where the readers' 
suspense is relieved completely, there are also those which are left open where readers can reflect 
and use personal judgment and perception. Tn this way. the ending may also function as a stimulus 
that leads to common thinking between the readers and authors. Tt is the value and meaning ofthe 
ending that has motivated the writer of this article to recap a unique phenomenon in the series of 
short stories by O'Henry in which almost every story has an unexpected ending. 

Keywords: O'Henry, short stories, unexpected ending. 
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